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AFFM’s mission is to provide the training, guidance, knowledge and resources needed to handle the
complex issues encountered by resource families as they open their hearts and homes to children in need.
AFFM is a phone call or a “click” away, at 1-800-833-9786 or on the web at www.affm.net
Adoptive and Foster Families of Maine, Inc. (AFFM) provides support services for adoptive, foster parents and kinship providers. The services are for all
adoptive and foster families who are licensed by the Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) or have DHHS approval to adopt. AFFM provides
services to kinship families not in the formal system. Child welfare is dependent upon a myriad of state and federal laws, rules and regulations. Decisions
concerning families and innocent children are rarely easy, and are usually fraught with highly emotional issues. AFFM is dedicated to assisting families to
help children find the security they deserve. Every situation in fostering, adoption and kinship is unique. AFFM helps prepare families for the challenges
they will face, and is a resource that is easily accessible. AFFM is available 24/7.
AFFM believes that Maine’s children have the right to be a permanent member of a stable, healthy family. For adoptive, foster and kinship caregivers to
provide the best parenting and in a quality home environment, they need to add to their own strengths through training and the unconditional support of
AFFM. AFFM believes that when decisions are made that affect the rest of a child’s life, there is no room for politics or personalities. AFFM believes that
families who are willing to open their hearts and homes to provide for Maine’s children, must have total support. We believe that access to services to enhance their abilities and that help them to develop new skills is imperative.
How AFFM Does It: AF F M is supported by donations, grants, a contract with the Maine Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS). The
association maintains 501 C-3 tax-exempt status.
Training: AF F M holds an annual spring training conference in April. The conference provides training designed specifically for families looking for
unique and advanced learning opportunities. It is also an opportunity to network with families and other providers from across the state. AFFM offers numerous training programs. AFFM works collaboratively with DHHS and other agencies to sponsor workshops and trainings that are designed to meet the needs
of adoptive, foster and kinship families. Many resource families use the conference to receive training hours needed for re-licensing.
Allegation Support: AF F M provides an Allegation Support Team. Nearly every foster parent will experience an allegation at least once during their
foster parenting career. Allegation Support Team members are trained to offer non-judgmental listening, a place to vent and an explanation of the DHHS
investigation process. Team members can also help when preparing to meet with DHHS staff. The Allegation Support Team maintains confidentiality consistent with Maine Law.
Support Groups: AF F M offers support groups in each county to all resource families. The support meetings allow for families to make connections and
form relationships with other families in similar situations. The support group meetings also allow for kids to interact with other kids as child care is provided for most locations with advanced notice. A support group meeting is a great resource for the whole family.
Mentor Service: AF F M’s Resource Family Mentor Service is a support to help new resource families get accustomed to their new role. New foster and
kinship families receive direct support, encouragement, training, and guidance from their more experienced peers.
Lending Library: The library is a huge resource. Books, videos and DVD’s on a wide range of topics related to issues of foster care, kinship and adoption
are available. The library has items of interest to all ages from very young children to grandparents. The listing of Lending Library materials can be found on
the AFFM website.
Direct Support: AF F M Staff is available to attend meetings with foster, kinship and adoptive parents. It is often useful to have someone who is not personally caught up in the issues to provide neutral clarity after a meeting. AFFM offers a 24/7 warm-line. Resource families can call anytime when there is an
urgent need to talk with our staff. AFFM’s e-mail list serve is the fastest way to inform and notify families of topics and information that is important to
them.
Kinship Support: AF F M provides specific supports to kinship families who are caring for children in DHHS custody and when there is no DHHS involvement at all.
Welcome Packet: All new resource families of AF F M receive a Welcome Packet that includes a discount card, information about free passes to th e children museums, support group listings, pass to the Maine Wildlife Park in Gray, the latest Family Ties newsletter, and AFFM’s brochure.

Announcements

SAVE THE DATE!
AFFM’s Annual Spring Training Conference
Friday April 6th and Saturday April 7th
Portland Marriott at Sable Oaks
200 Sable Oaks Drive
South Portland, Maine 04106

Keep an eye out on email list serve,
www.affm.net and AFFM’s Facebook page
for more information.

Adoption Announcements!
Ryker Greenier, now 6 years old,
joined Reta and Brian Greenier
on November 14, 2017. Ryker
first met his new parents when
he 5 months old. This adoption
celebration blesses our extended family with his unconditional
love!

Todd, Stephanie, David, and Emma Moores
are excited to announce the adoption of Lacie
Moores on October 5th 2017!
Kelly and Scott Brown would
like to announce the addition of
their daughter Trinity to their
family. The Browns adopted
her on December 7th. She joins
their older daughters Madison
and Malarie.

Did you know that after you’ve adopted you are still able to access AFFM’s support
services? Call AFFM today to learn about post adoption support!

Adoptive and Foster Families of Maine, Inc. and the Kinship Program, (AFFM) celebrates and applauds grandparents who open
their hearts and homes to parent their grandchildren every day all year long.
AFFM is a non-profit organization that partners with DHHS to provide support, training, education, listening support, referrals
and materials goods to resource parents (foster, adoptive and kinship). The services are also available to families who are not
involved with DHHS.
If you or someone you know is parenting one or more of a relative’s children, AFFM has special resources to help you meet the
needs of the children. The people you talk to when you call have “walked the walk and talked the talk”. Our trained staff is sensitive to the complexities of families who have members that struggle and have found parenting overwhelming and need the
support of extended family members to aid them until they are able to handle whatever keeps them from successfully providing
for their children.
Parenting a second and or third generation of children requires more of everything from the caregiver. AFFM can help you navigate the systems you may encounter as you travel this often twisting and sometimes seemingly endless road. The systems you
may encounter may include: child protection, education, special education, corrections and the court system.
Call toll free 1-800-833-9786 or locally 207-827-2331. We are a state-wide non-profit association and our services are free to
those who provide kinship care either in the formal or informal system. You may also email us at info@affm.net or visit our
website www.affm.net.

February Vacation Events!
Join Saco AFFM at Joker’s

Join Orono AFFM at

Location: 100 Lar r abee Road, Westbr ook

Bangor Brewer Bowling Lanes

Date: Wednesday Febr uar y 21, 2018

Location: 534 Wilson Str eet, Br ewer

Time: 10AM-12PM

Date: Febr uar y 21, 2018

Admissions Includes:

Time: 11AM-1PM

10 tokens for children under 12

Admissions Includes:

25 tokens for children over 12

Unlimited bowling

A bracelet for the playhouse for children 12 and under

Shoe Rental

1 activity ticket per child

$3.00 Meal Ticket

1 slice of pizza and 1 drink per child

Socks are required.

Socks are required.

Space is limited to the first 80 registrations. Please
include number of children and ages. Call 1-800-8339786 or email sheila@affm.net to RSVP

Space is limited to the first 80 registrations. Please include
number of children and ages. Call 1-800-833-9786 or email
meagan@affm.net to RSVP

Announcements/FYI
NEW DISCOUNT IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY!
On the Road Again Automotive
55 Lamb Mill Rd, Naples ME 04055
207-333-0187
10% off labor costs

SAVE THE DATE!
Foster Family Day at the Fort!
Saturday May 19, 2018
740 Fort Knox Rd. Prospect, ME.

Keep an eye out on email list serve,
www.affm.net and AFFM’s Facebook page for
more information.

AFFM would like to thank the following businesses for
making the Holiday Gift Giving Program so successful:



















Ogunquit Spirit of Giving
Bangor International Airport
Northeast Seal Harbor Church
Toys for Tots
Saint Paul and The Apostle Church in Bangor
Williston Immanuel church in Portland
Tyler Technologies
Ron from A-Copi
Sheena Villard
Lots of Tots Daycare in Princeton ME
Brewer Youth Hockey
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Brunswick
St. Charles Borromeo Church in Brunswick
WPOR Portland Radio Group
Santa Cause
Bull Moose in Bangor
Christmas Tree Shop Corp.
Mary Lake for making baby blankets
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Support for Teens
The Youth Leadership Advisory Team (YLAT) is a program provided to Maine’s youth or former
youth in care, by The Maine Department of Health and Human Services, and the Muskie School at
University of Southern Maine. YLAT’s primary purpose is to improve the short-term and long-term
outcomes for youth in foster care. The youth draw on their personal stories and experiences in an effort to improve the system. Teens are able to share their stories with other youth who have walked in
their shoes. They feel safe in sharing their story and know that they not only will receive validation
and support to help them in their current situation, but they also know they are a part of improving
the experiences of others who enter the system. Many youth come away from the YLAT meetings
and events with an increased sense of self-esteem, confidence, and pride that they have not experienced before. Any teenager who is 14 or older and is currently in, or had been in foster care can join.

For More Information
about YLAT visit
www.ylat.org or
www.facebook.com/
MaineYLAT

State-Wide Resource Family Support Groups
At times meetings are cancelled due to weather and other unforeseen circumstances, cancellation notices are sent out via the AFFM email list
serve and Facebook. Families are urged to call or email info@affm.net to be added to this service. For more Information and to RSVP for the
support groups please call AFFM @ 1-800-833-9786 or 827-2331. AFFM asks families to RSVP 3-4 days in advance so the facilitator and
childcare provider can plan accordingly.
Key: A= Adoptive, F=Foster , K= Kinship, CC= Child car e is available upon r equest

Augusta – Kinship only/CC: 3rd Wednesday of the month from 5:30 – 8:00 pm at the Buker Community Center (22 Armory
Drive Augusta) call Jan Partridge at 207-495-3864.
Augusta – A/F/K/CC: 1st Wednesday of the month from 6:00 – 7:30 pm at Magic Years Center (25 Industrial Drive).
Bangor – Kinship only/CC. Facilitated by AFFM staff. 2nd Tuesday of the month from 5:00-6:30 PM Location: Redeemer Lutheran Church, 540 Essex St. Bangor
Belfast— F/A/K/CC: 2nd Monday of the month from 5:30-7:00pm at 9 Field Street, Belfast (Room 330).
Biddeford – Kinship only/CC: 3rd Tuesday of the month from 10:00–11:30am @ J Richard Martin Community Center, 189 Alfred St.
Bridgton – A/F/K/CC: 3rd Monday of the month from 6:30 – 8:30 pm at the Community Center (Behind Reny’s) 15 Depot St.
RSVP Vanessa Jones 647-2317
Brunswick – A/F/K/CC: 4th Tuesday of the month from 5:30 – 7:00pm at St Paul’s Episcopal Church, 25 Pleasant St. Meetings
are not held during summer.
Caribou — A/F/K: 4th Monday of the month from 10:00am-noon at Caribou CHCS, 7 Hatch Drive #120. No RSVP needed.
Damariscotta— F/A/K: 1st Thursday of the month from 5:30-7:00 PM at the Lincoln County Assembly of God Church (672
Main St.)
Dover-Foxcroft – A/F/K/CC: 2nd Tuesday of the month from 6:00 – 7:30 pm at Mayo Regional Hospital, Borestone & Sebec rm.
Ellsworth – A/F/K/CC: 3rd Tuesday of the month from 5:30 – 7:30 pm at Moore Community Center (133 State St.) RSVP
Mindy Kane, CHCS 263-2014 or 461-8878
Farmington – A/F/K/CC: every 3rd Tuesday of the month from 6 – 7:30 pm @ Roberts Learning Center (room 107, 203 & 207),
UMF.
Houlton – A/F/K: 3rd Monday of the month from 10:00am – noon at Houlton CHCS, 2 Water Street. No RSVP needed.
Lewiston – A/F/K/CC: 4th Tuesday of the month from 6:00 – 8:00 pm at 200 Main Street Lewiston. (Lewiston DHHS)
Lincoln – A/F/K/CC: 1st Thursday of the month from 6:00–7:30PM at the Community Evangel Temple (124 River Rd).
Machias – A/F/K/CC: 3rd Thursday of the month from 6:00 – 7:30 pm @ University of Maine Machias Torrey Hall Rooms 228
& 230
Norridgewock— A/F/K/CC: 2nd Tuesday of the month from 6:00-7:30pm at First Congregational Church (36 River Road).
Orono – A/F/K/CC: 3rd Monday of the month from 6:00 – 7:30pm at the Orono United Methodist Church (36 Oak Street).
Portland– A/F/K/CC: 2nd Tuesday of the month from 6:00-7:30pm at 345 Clarks Pond Pkwy South Portland
Presque Isle – A/F/K/CC: 3rd Tuesday of the month from 6:30 – 7:30 pm at the Wesleyan Church (387 Centerline Rd.)
Rockland—A/F/K/CC: 1st Wednesday of the month from 5:30PM-7:00PM @ Grace Bible Fellowship (30 Sherer Lane).
Richmond— A/F/K/CC: 4th Tuesday of the month from 5:30PM-7:00PM at Isaac F. Umberhine Public Library (86 Main St.)
Saco—A/F/K/CC: 4th Wednesday of the month from 5:30PM-7:00PM at AFFM’s Saco office (333 Lincoln Street).
Sanford— A/F/K/CC: 3rd Wednesday of the month from 5:30PM-8PM at Curtis Lake Church (38 Westview Drive).
South Paris— A/F/K/CC: 1st Thursday of the month from 6:00-7:30PM at the University of Maine Cooperative Extension (9
Olson Road).
Wells— A/F/K/CC: 3rd Tuesday of the month from 6:00-7:30pm at Wells Congregational Church (1695 Post Road, Wells).
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New Resource Families Welcome! You are now receiving the Family Ties newsletter as part
of your complimentary membership to AFFM! Learn more about AFFM and services offered
by calling 1-800-833-9786 or visit www.affm.net
Locations: 34 Main Street, Orono, Maine

Scan to sign up for our email

& 333 Lincoln Street, Saco. Maine

List serve

Phone: 1-800-833-9786
Email: info@affm.net
Website: www.affm.net
Like us on Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Adoptive-and-Foster-Families-of-Maine-Inc/

