Adoptive and Foster Families of Maine, Inc.
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Summer is not over yet! Here are some fun ways to spend time with
your family during the last summer months.

Visit asmusmeouaen center or gallery. Along with summer
cials and day programs f &maldhiAlFFmMerd orhraoumglsewtm Jplaes
|l and, Bangor, or Augusta Childrend6és Museum! ( No|t e:
Visit Mainet€aW | AFFMef arr 8 pass today!
Sign up fVorsiaa Rwewwe!affm. net and sign up for the]f5Kk
Have a picnlocah phekpaake a great place to piclnic
sandwiches and snacks to enjoy.
Pizza and IGamastee &Nd goft ordering pizza, make your Jown.
homemade pizza.
Find a DrMowi eBdhieaverit or not , they are stildl ar o
uniqgue movie @Gbeog expatimevde vbheagteres in Sacn
Skowhegan, Bridgton, Westbrook, anf¢tKAia azyukKaea ( Ate
Play a Few RouWdshoAFMMas Gbs &oun t|normation/Announcements 2 o
ventures Golf in Bar Harbor, Giff0MloptionAnnoumements 5 e G
Sf[e_ambogt Landing Miniature Golf | | New Material in Lending Libra Sh
Mi #Giol f i n Waterboro all offer $1

Support Group Listings n
Go forvasHtkattp:// www. trails. com/|geedsofindependence c as
pl ore all that Maine has to off er !|[NewDiscount

Kinship Corner
Check out . You rMa!.ncyc dli blrialrri e@rsy have Foster Care Implementation C| 1 rts
and sometimes discounted passes!
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Helping adoptive parents get the money they deserve!

= Did you finalize an adoption in 20117? Qualifying for the Adoption Credit without Claiming
= Was the adopted child in the foster care system? Adoption Related Expenses:

= Do you earn less than $225,000 per year?
To benefit from the Adoption Tax Credit, the following

If so, you may qualify to receive a federal income tax requirements must be met:
credit of $13,360 for that adoption. The adoption credit
is refundable to adoptive families, even if they have no
income or pay no taxes. In other words, you may
qualify to receive a $13,360 tax-free refund per child.

= A family must have adopted a child from the foster
care system.

= The adopted child(ren) must have received a
monthly post-adoption subsidy from the state after
the adoption was finalized.

= A family should have a total modified gross income

Adoption Credit for Qualifying Years: of under approximately $225,000 in order to

receive an adoption credit. The adoption credit

2011 $13,360 phases out at a specific income level. The exact
2012* $12,650 amount of income varies from year to year.
2013* $12,970 N R ~

>014* $13,190 Process of Claiming the Adoption Credit:

The IRS requires certain documents to review and
approve the credit reimbursement. We request that
you provide us with the following documents:

The adoption credit is a one-time credit per qualified
adopted child.

= Adoption Order or Final Judgment of Adoption for

* Adoptions in 2012—2014: each qualifying child;

= A signed post-adoption subsidy agreement issued
Adoptions in 2012—2014 are still eligible to apply for by the state or other certified document that you
the Adoption Tax Credit. However, claiming them from receive or have received confirming assistance
the IRS differs from years past. Please contact our from the state; and
office for a free review of your returns. = Copy of your 2011 Federal Tax Return. If you did

not file taxes in 2011, our office will prepare an
original tax return to request the adoption credit

Example A for all qualifying adoptions.

A family adopted 2 qualified children in 2011. This
family can claim a maximum of $13,360 per child for a

total refund amount of $26,720. We welcome your questions!

Office Address:
10680 W. Pico Blvd., Suite 250 info@adoptfund.com
Los Angeles, CA 90064 Toll Free Number: (855) 991-7680 Fax: (310) 882-5478
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State-Wide Resource Family Support Groups

At times meetings are cancelled due to weather and other unforeseen circumstances, cancellation notices are semt
put via the AFFAL email List serve. Families are urged to call or email jpfodgiaffip nef to be added to this service.
The email hist zerve also provides information about available donated goods, secial family activities, training
events, DHHS and legizlative updates, and more.

Aupusta — Einship only: 3rd Wednesday of the month from 6:00 - 5:00 pm, The Buker Commumity Center, 22 Armory
Dive, Augnsta. Free on-site childeare available. For more information, please call Mame Eids-Ein at 207-941-2347 or 1-
B66-298-0896.

Bangor: Foster’Adopiive Bmship. Meets from 6:00-8:00 P on the 3rd Monday of every month at 26 Dowmneast Cucle
{between Dawviz Road and Mt. Dessert Diive), Bangor. Onsite Child care available with advanced notce. Please contact
AFFM at 1-800-833-5786 or emal: infoiaaffim net to ESVP. Pleasze call before you come.

Bangor -Einship only: 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month from §:00 - 8:00 pm, Famulies And Children Together, 304
Hancock Street, Swite 2B. Free on-site chaldeare available. For more mformation, please call Mame Eids-Ein at 207-941-
2347 or 1-856-208-0896.

Belfast: Foster/ AdoptiveKinship. A faith based support group that meets on the 3™ Friday of the month at the Calvary
Chapel Church in Belfast 147 Waldo Ave. in the rear entrance of the Wentworth Bulding. Contact:
BraveFamilies@gmail com to ESVP and visit woww. facebook. com/bravefamilies for more infomation. 10:00 AM prayer
& Devotion (optional), 10:30 AM coffes/zocial, 10:45-12 PM support group. Sorry chald care 1s not available at thas fime.

Bridgton- Foster/Adoptive Einship. Meets every 1® and 3™ Monday of the month at 6:30PM-8-00PM at the Community
Center (Belind Reny's), 15 Depot Street Bndgton. Childeare 15 not provaded at thes fime. Please BSVP to Vanessa at 647-
2317 or AFFM at 1-800-833-8786 before vou come.

Caribou: Foster/ Adoptive Kinchip parent support. Meets every 1* Thursday of the month at 5: 30PM at Canbou Adult
Education Bunlding on Bennett Drive m between Canbou Eec and the gas stahion. Child care 15 not provided at thes fume.
Flease contact AFFM at 1-800-833-9786 or email: mfodaaffim net to ESVP.

Dwover-Foxerofi: Foster’/ Adoptive BEmship. Meets every 2nd Tuessday of the month from 6PM-7:30PA at Mayo Feponal

Hospatal, Borestone and Sebec conference room. Onsiie Child care available with advanced notice. Please contact AFFM
at 1-800-833-9786 or emal: mfoddaffm net to ESVP. Pleasze call before you come.

Ellsworth: Foster/Adophve Emship. Meets every 3rd Tuesday of the month from 5:30pm-7:30pm at Ellsworth
ElementaryMiddle School 20 Forest Ave. in Ellsworth. Omnsite Clold care available wnth advanced notice. Please contact
Mindy Eane, Commumity Health and Counseling Services (CHCS), at 263-2014 or 461-8878 or emal MEane(@iches-
me.org to reserve a spot for chuldeare. Thanks to a local grant awarded to CHCS, AFFM 15 able to provide mileage
reimbursement for farmhes fravelng more than 30 mles from bomse.

Farmington: Foster/ Adoptive/Kinship. Meets every 3rd Wednesday of the month from 6:00pm-7:30pm at
Foberts Learming Center Umiversity of Mame at Farmington. Sorry no child care 1s provided at this ime. Please
ESVP to AFFM at 1-800-833-9786 or email infoi@affm net. Please call before vou come.

Houlton: Foster/ Adoptrve Einship support. Meets every every 2nd Thorsday of the month from 5:30pm-7:-30pm at

Houlton CHCS 2 Water Street. Oinsite Clhild care available with advanced nobce. Please contact AFFM at 1-800-833-
9786 or email: pfogaffin pet to RSVP. Please call before you come.



Lewiston: The Tn-Comnty Adoptive Foster & Emship Assoc. meets on the 4th Tuesday of the month 6pm-8pm at the B
Street Comommity Center 57 Burch Street Lewiston. The group offers traimmg, as well as local support & mesources. On-
site chuldeare is provided with advanced notice. Call Denise Gove at T82-1138 or email her at drgove@aol.com or
contact David Mielson at 409-3609 to ESVP.

Machias: Foster/ AdoptiveEinship. Meets every 1st Fnday of the month 5:30PM-7:30PM at Rose M. Gaffey
Elementary School 15 Rose Gaffney Boad, Machias. Onsife Chald care available with advanced notice. Please contact
Mindy Eane, Commmmity Health and Counseling Services, at 263-2014 or 461-8878 or emanl MEane(@ches-me org to
ESVP. Thanks to alocal grant awarded to CHCS, AFFM is able to provide mileage resmbursement for farmlies traveling
more than 30 mules from home.

Sherman: Adoptrve/Einship support. Meets the 1st Monday of the month at 7 Cow Team Foad in Sherman. Please
contact Debbie Insh at 363-7133 for more information. This group does not meet dunng the summer.

Skowhegan: The group meets 5:30-8:00PM every second Wednesday of the month located at Skowhepan Federated
Church 13 Iland Avenne i Skowhegan Onsite Child care available with advanced notice. Please contact AFFM at 1-
B00-833-9788 or emal: mfoiraffm net to RSVP. Please call before vou come.

South Paris: Kinship Support. Meets 9:004M-10:00AM every second Satarday of the month, unless noted Meets at
Deenng Memorial Church 39 Main Street, South Pans. Please ESVP to Shelley Mewcomb at comb2 599 G@roadmmner com

South Portland: Foster’A doptiveKinship support. Meets 5:30FM-7-30PM. This group wall meet every 2nd Tuesday of
the month Please contact Meagan Stearns at meagan(@affm net or call 1-800-833-9786 or emanl: mfoiaffim net to RSVE
and for locaton information. Pleaze call before you come.

Waterboro: Massabesic area foster and adoptive support group. Meets every 4" Thursday of the month at 6:30pm. Meets
at Waterboro Town Hall 24 Townhouse Foad, East Waterboro. Please contact Brigid at Brigid MAAFFSGEemail.oom.

- RSVP 10 a Support Group -
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1 Hel ps ensure that there are enough childcare pr

T I't helps invited speakers/ guests preplan their
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1 Hel ps us to know who we should contact of an unjexpe
The contact for each support group is |listed on t
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Have you Heard of Seeds of |

.Q‘ Seeds of I ndependencbassdanmaptofi andrgahuntféeenp!
youth in Maine reach their full potential as| i nq

, combats juvenile delinquency and positively [aff
wmigl mer ous programs ai med at mentoring at risk yloutl

through mentori
OFINDEPENDENCE - ™™™ " 5 ¢ i t organi zation.

The organization was built on three effective and prgv|i ous
trip in the Dominican Republic. Additional programs halve
Center Teen Parenting Group, and School Peer Mentors.

29 Burbank Street
Brunswi ck, Mai ne 04011
Phone: (-2@Q8B8Y 865
info@seedsofindependence. org

AFFM has reached their limit of state park passes. Passes will be available ai
next summer. This year we were able to send out roughly 600 passes to lice
homes state wide! Make sure to call early next year to receive your pass!

Congratulations to resource parents Kim and Ilarr
attend a child welfare conference in Floridapl T
have had sever al pl acements and ha
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Once again, the amazing people from the Ogunquit |Spi
kids in AFFM progr ams8083i3w e 6t laen do fhfaivee yamucalclhidtdek i
ready. We ask that you keep requests to under $54.00
are to fulfill the childrendés wishes. We | ook forlwar
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- Foster Care |mp|emenfahon Committee -

July 8, 20114

Dear Foster Parent :

The foster care i mplementation committee has rec
vide increased, consistent and timely communicat
provide information to you at | east once a month

Since November 2011, OCFS staff met with kinship
value your thoughts, ideas and concerns, and we
recognize that there have been challenges in com
ter care need supports and deserve to be reimbur

Foster care i mplementation will follow four tene
1. Every child who enters foster care will have a
2. Transition supports wil!/l be available for all
3.Resource families wil.l be engaged during the ti
ized, allowing for a timely transition back to
4 Al'l families, including Kinship families, need
vide to yout h.

The committee recognizes the overarching need fo
i mproved services to meet the needs of <children
foster and kinship care for these children.

| f you would I|Ii ke to provide infor matHhoosnt efroGa rtehCe

ments. DHHS @mai ne. gov

Sincerely,

\rean (L2

Therese Cahil |l Low
Director, Office of Child and Family Services
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